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NEWS FROM FELLOWSHIP AFLOAT CHARITABLE TRUST
At Fellowship Afloat people experience a unique blend of fun,
adventure & inspiration in the midst of a caring, waterside community

Dear Friends,
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‘After the
strain and
isolation of
lockdowns,
a time of
refreshment
& community
is clearly so
important’.

elcome to Lightwaves and
greetings from Tollesbury! We
have much to share with you, and
despite almost two years of pandemic, much
to be thankful for.
This last year has been a challenging time
for everyone, and we have felt the effects
here in Tollesbury. After losing many of our
bookings in 2020, planning for 2021 amidst
so much uncertainty wasn’t easy, but after the
successful vaccine roll-out and the opening
up in May, we were thrilled to welcome guests
back aboard that month.
The response when we could re-start
residentials was overwhelming. Demand was
higher than expected and groups were eager
to make trips happen even with short lead
times. It is wonderful to be part of, especially
when we hear the amazing feedback about
the difference those trips make to our guests.
To be able to serve our guests and provide this
unique adventure for them is a privilege and a
joy. After the strain and isolation of lockdowns,
a time of refreshment and community was and
is clearly so important.
The last two years have taken a toll on our
country. The stress of unknown risks, disruption
to schooling and learning, and a lack of social
interaction, adventure and holidays has
been particularly hard on our young people.
Alongside this, we read that neglect, violence
and abuse has increased, while many families
have suffered loss of family members due to
Covid.
FACT doesn’t have all the answers but we do
have something wonderful and unique to share
that can be a help to many struggling to recover.
Amidst it all, there has been an overwhelming

sense of joy, fun and togetherness on board.
The caring FACT community, fresh air,
adventure, learning new skills and having
fun with others does a world of good. None
of this would be possible without the strong
support of FACT’s friends, volunteers and staff,
whose expertise, patience and dedication
provide a mature and resilient background to
life on board.
Our Trinity3 project to develop the
lightvessel was paused in 2021. The first
four phases made a huge difference to our
ability to operate last year. New spaces,
improved ventilation systems and extra ensuite accommodation were a real blessing.
We look forward to completing the last part of
this project as soon as resources allow; which
is currently planned for next winter and will
include the accessible entrance, re-designed
galley, wash-up and refurbished saloon.
Of course, behind all this is FACT’s certainty
that the God of love, revealed in the life and
self-sacrifice of Jesus, is our guide, strength
and challenge in all we do. We are thankful for
the amazing provision and encouragement we
received over the last year.
Thank you for being a supporter of FACT.
Please come and visit to see all that is going on,
book onto one of our courses, or get in touch
to find out about more ways to be involved.

We look forward to
welcoming you aboard

ANDREW EASTHAM

Chief Executive, Fellowship Afloat Charitable Trust

A Beacon of Light...
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Ryan Torrie, Youth leader, St Andrew’s church, Oxford
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he pandemic has involved much disruption to our daily
lives. For long periods we were forced into a restricted,
monochrome world. Perversely, the inactivity has robbed us of our
energy, leaving many of us worn down and weary.
Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and
I will give you rest”. At FACT, we believe it’s our calling to live out
this invitation. ‘Come to Tollesbury: at the top of the path lay down
your everyday troubles and, as you step on board, find rest’. Strange
words, perhaps, for an activity centre but there’s rest and recovery
to be found in a change of scene, doing adventurous
things, and being part of a loving, supportive
community.
So, we’d love to share with you a
few heartfelt responses* from our
guests in 2021: they show how we
can all recover together.

‘They came home
buzzing, alive with
chatter and 10
feet tall with their
achievements –
energised and
recharged’

FACT was the ‘beacon of light’ we were pinning our hopes on once restrictions eased.
The children experienced freedom, challenge, exhilaration, laughter and adventure;
they socialised with caring people who were there to encourage them – not just to tell
them to sanitize their hands. They came home buzzing, alive with chatter and 10 feet
tall with their achievements – energised and recharged. One day at Fellowship Afloat
was a timely reminder of what childhood days should be like. The centre was designed
many years ago to shine a light over dark and dangerous seas, and in 2021 it shone a
bright light of hope for my children – I will always be grateful to FACT.

Lisa Davies, Headteacher, Harpenden Academy, Harpenden
Having the opportunity to attend an adventure trip helps our guests to bridge the
social gap they often face and feel more connected with the community. It gives them
a distraction from their troubles and negative thoughts, and an idea of what the future
could bring. Guests have said that it feels like ‘magic’ attending these days. Many of our
guests will never have had the chance to experience activities like those on offer at
FACT, as the financial barrier to these is usually high. These adventure days give them
feelings of achievement and belonging.
*These shortened responses can be read in full, together with many
more, on our website: fact.org.uk/recoveringtogether
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With catering and activities taken care of, our team of leaders could spend quality time
with the young people and, after restrictions and isolation, it was the healing tonic we
all needed. Since our trip we have seen so much growth in friendships and deeper
connections amongst leaders and the youngsters. Many overcame fears and tried out
new things that they believed they could not do.

Susan King, Occupational therapist, Beacon House, Colchester,
a centre for support services and healthcare for the homeless
Emilia was nervous, having never stayed away from her parents for more than a night,
but now can’t wait to come again. The experience has raised her confidence and she’s
volunteered for a number of extra-curricular activities at school since. George loved
the week and can’t wait for the RYA Young Sailors Course next year. Children have
missed out, not only on a year’s normal education, but also their development of social
engagement. FACT is fulfilling an important role providing an environment to develop
skills. And I am told the food was great; always an important priority!

Clive, A grandfather who has sent four of his grandchildren on FACT
Multi Activity Weeks
I’ve loved working at FACT for the past year as it’s given me so many opportunities to
build and improve myself and my relationship with God. Especially as the pandemic
continued, I had to find different ways to build confidence and share God’s word with
those around me that I wouldn’t necessarily
have thought about before. A highlight for me
from this year was seeing the young people,
who may not have stayed away from home
before, growing their friendships, discovering
new skills and adventures, finding healing,
and even coming to know God in such a
beautiful place.

Georgia McKenzie,
FACT gap year staff member

Trinity3

The multi-phase
project to redevelop
the lightvessel
has been a huge
undertaking over the
last five years, and
so much has been
achieved in that
time. During the
pandemic we were
A new cabin with
able to complete
a unique view
most of the internal
changes. The new
accommodation
and spaces have been invaluable in the last
year and have enabled us to operate in a
Covid-secure way, making a huge difference
to our guests, our volunteers and the team.
While we focus on our guests and the team,
the work has slowed for a bit, but we continue
to fundraise for the final (smaller) Phase
5, and are refreshing quotes and lining up
contractors. External works could happen as
soon as contractors and funds are available,
the final internal changes to the entrance,
galley, wash-up and saloon are likely to follow
at the end of the year (2022/2023).

Fleet Expanded

We were able to purchase a second-hand
Drascombe Gig to add to the fleet at the
beginning of 2021 from the Abernethy
Trust in Scotland. The team quickly set
about a complete refurbishment in the
YTS, before it was launched in the spring.
With the restrictions in the middle of last
summer, Dawn Treader was such an asset.
Accompanied by Redshank and Aaron
(our other two keelboats) we were able to
keep all our groups sailing while the smaller
dinghies could not be used due to distance
requirements.

Dawn Treader
under sail in July

Thank You to Our Volunteers

Our volunteers are such an important part
of FACT. We can’t do what we do without
them and we have missed seeing as many –
and as much – of them as we did before the
pandemic. We are so grateful to our mid-week
sailors who have been local enough to keep
us sailing each week and for those who could
also support us at weekends too. They are all
stars! If you want to know more about getting
involved do get in touch at info@fact.org.uk.
We look forward to seeing lots more of them
all in 2022!

Governance & Finance
I am delighted to report that
we are successfully navigating
this uncertain time with careful
planning, managing risks,
utilising the government support
available, and have been able to
keep our staff team intact (with
some taking furlough).
We are grateful for strong
bookings and financial stability,

Amy at the
helm of one
of our trusty
Wayfarers

but are nevertheless very
mindful that another profound
security is at the heart of
what we provide. This is our
supportive community which
includes many generations:
friends who have stood with us
magnificently through this past
challenging year. Their prayers,
donations, volunteer
hours, and words of
encouragement
have helped us in
so many ways.
With Phase 4 of
the Trinity3 project
complete, it’s wonderful
to have guests in the six
new en-suite cabins,
made possible with
the serious creative
thinking and hard work

of our contractors,
staff, volunteers and
trustees. I particularly
want to thank our
Chief Executive,
Andrew Eastham,
working wonders to
ensure we have the
finances and systems in
place, with good Covidsecure measures,
providing greater confidence for
our guests and staff alike.
Above all, we thank God for his
grace throughout this recovery
time. Now we look forward to
2022, trusting that we can bring
further recovery and fresh hope
to many, through the inspiring
work of our staff and the wider
FACT community, as we trust in
God’s provision every day.
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Trinity at high tide
on the salt marsh

NEIL KENNETT-BROWN
Chairman, Fellowship Afloat
Charitable Trust

Thanks to All
Our wonderful staff are
central to the work of
FACT. Whether delivering
a talk, running activities,
baking cakes, or leading
the local youth group,
their enthusiasm and hard
work forms the core of
what we do. Our volunteer
base remains strong and
we are so grateful to all
those who are prepared to
give their time, energy and
love this year. We are also
conscious of the wider
community who read
about, support and pray
for all that we are doing.
Thank you – we value your
part in this adventure.

KEEP IN TOUCH!

Thank you for reading our news. We hope that you, like us, are inspired by all that has been
achieved and the potential for the future. Fellowship Afloat needs your interest, support and
prayers as we go through the coming season and develop the centre so it can welcome 1,000 more young people every year for
the next 30 years and more. Have a look at our 2022 brochure of Courses & Activities, which includes information you need for
the wide range of opportunities we offer. Perhaps you or someone you know might enjoy a stay on board!
Visit the Contact Us page of our website where you can personalise what you receive from us, opt out or view our Privacy Policy.

01621 868113

info@fact.org.uk

www.fact.org.uk

@FACT_org_uk

fellowshipafloat

